
P o s i t i o n  as DIRECTOR OF CANCER DETECTION CENTER 
Dec. 19, 1990. Had a meet ing w i t h  John N a j a r i a n  a t  h i s  
request;  t h i s  pleased me inasmuch as I wanted t o  c o n t r i b u t e  
t o  t h e  Department i n  some way. He wanted me t o  cons ider  
t a k i n g  t h e  p o s i t i o n  above, which has been f i l l e d  s ince  
t h e  death o f  V i c t o r  G i l b e r t s o n  by Don Stewart ,  who a l s o  
d i e d  some weeks ago. John exp la ined t h e  runn ing  o f  i t  
and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  a t  t h e  moment runn ing  more s l o w l y  
than i n  t h e  heyday. He a l s o  discussed t h e  problems which 
arose f rom antagonism o f  some i n  t h e  o u t s i d e  p ro fess ion .  
It would pay a modest s a l a r y  f o r  se rv ing  h a l f - t i m e .  The 
f a c i l i t y  had been a t t r a c t i v e  u n t i l  t h e  tunne l  f rom t h e  
garage c u t  t h r u  t h e  cen te r  o f  it, and now t h e  o f f i c e  and 
t h e  examining areass a r e  2 f l o o r s  and severa l  hundred yards 
apar t .  I promised t o  t h i n k  t h e  m a t t e r  over  and t o  d iscuss  
i t  w i t h  Mary. I exp la ined t h a t  I have f i v e  papers s t i l l  
t o  w r i t e ,  t h a t  my v i s i o n  i s  s l o w l y  f a i l i n g ,  and t h a t  I 
t i r e  more e a s i l y  than e a r l i e r .  

Jan. 9, 1991.  John answered a l e t t e r  I had sent  him 
e x p l a i n i n g  our  need t o  go t o  P i t t s b u r g h  i n  r e  Helen Goetz. 
L e t t e r  i s  a t tached.  

Jan. 24, 1991.  I met w i t h  James Coggins, A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
O f f i c e r  o f  t h e  Dept. He welcomed me w i t h  e n t h u s i a s t i c  open 
arms. He exp la ined t h a t  t h e  j o b  i s  h a l f - t i m e  and t h a t  i t  
pays $40.000, w i t h  t i m e  keeping ve ry  re laxed.  I would 
be s e r v i n g  as general  superv i so r  w i t h o u t  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  
per form personal  h i s t o r i e s  and p h y s i c a l s  b u t  r a t h e r  t o  
superv ise t h e  whole running.  We toured  t h e  o f f i c e ,  which 
i s  nex t  t o  t h e  tunne l  f rom t h e  p t s '  garage t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  
and apparen t l y  under t h e  s idewalk  on Harvadrd S t r e e t  i n  
f r o n t  o f  t h e  Masonic H o s p i t a l .  We looked a t  what had been 
t h e  examining area, h a l f  o f  which had been dest royed by 
t h e  tunne l .  We discussed t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c o n s o l i d a t i n g  
space so as t o  have o f f i c e  and examining areas toge the r  
so t h a t  i t  would n o t  be necessary t o  p rov ide  guides t o  
keep p a t i e n t s  f rom g e t t i n g  l o s t .  I met J i l l ,  t h e  f u l l -  
t ime  exec. sec. There a r e  t h r e e  phys ic ians ,  one f - t  and 
t h e  o t h e r s  p - t .  The o f f i c e  looks  shabby and run-down, 
a sad f i r s t  impress ion f o r  p a t i e n t s  who wish t o  have 
s tud ies ;  t h e  c a r p e t  i s  shabby, t h e  c e i l i n g  leaks  a t  t imes, 
and one end o f  t h e  area has p l a s t e r - b o a r d  on c e i l i n g  and 
w a l l s  f a l l i n g  down. The p lace  i s  c l u t t e r e d  w i t h  t o o  many 
f i l e  cab ine ts ,  and loose papears a r e  l y i n g  everywhere. 
The examining area i s  on t h e  corner  where S t a t i o n  41 once 
was, i n c l u d i n g  rooms once occupied by A.A.Zierold and Hubert  
Humphrey. The area i s  c lean  and w e l l  kept,but t h e  area 
i s  such t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  has t o  be locked up a t  n i g h t :  L e . ,  
t h e r e  i s  no arrangement t h a t  e n t r y  doors migh t  be locked 
and thus  g i v e  s u f f i c i e n t  s e c u a r i t y  when t h e  c l i n i c  i s  n o t  
ope ra t i ng .  There does n o t  seem t o  be nearby unoccupied 
space. 

On Jan. 31, I met S tan ley  Wi l l iams,  t h e  H o s p i t a l  
A d m i n i s t r a t o r  who has been w i t h  t h e  Center f o r  over  16 
years.  He i s  a ve ry  dynamic b lack  gentlemen, who was 
fasc ina t fed  when I mentioned Doug. He s a i d  h i s  cous in  
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i s  t h e  w i f e  o f  Mike Spellman. We a l s o  t a l k e d  w i t h  D r .  

Kotek, t h e  f - t .  phys ic ian ,  who i s  board c e r t i f i e d  i n  
Fami ly  P r a c t i c e .  I n  d iscuss ion,  c e r t a i n  problems emerged, 
among them t h a t  t h e r e  i s  d i f f i c u l t y  w i t h  Radiology i n  
a r rang ing  mammograms because o f  crowded schedul ing combined 
w i t h  an inadequate number o f  x - r a y  u n i t s  f o r  t h e  purpose. 
There has a l s o  been d i f f i c u l t y  w i t h  g e t t i n g  a i r  c o n t r a s t  
enemas, a l though apparen t l y  t h i s  i s  now l e s s  o f  a problem 
than i t  has been. N a j a r i a n  l a t e r  suggested t h a t  he would 
app rec ia te  i t  i f  I were t o  deal  d i r e c t l y  about these 
problems w i t h  Radiology. All proc toscop ies  and l e f t  
colonoscopies a re  done by r e s i d e n t s  on t h e  Colo-Rectal  
Serv ice  under superv i s ion .  A f t e r  D r .  Kotek had l e f t ,  I 
discussed o t h e r  i tems w i t h  Wi l l i ams .  He f e l t  t h s t  
m a l p r a c t i c e  insurance i s  needed because I would have t h e  
l a s t  word on r e p o r t s .  They had agreed t h a t  i t  would be 
h e l p f u l  i f  I were t o  phone-contact  p a t i e n t s '  phys ic ians  
as soon as conc lus ions  on i n d i v i d u a l  p a t i e n t s  had been 
reached, s ince  t h e r e  seems t o  be a 6 week l a g  be fo re  l e t t e r s  
go o u t  t o  them, thus  g i v i n g  t h e  impress ion t h e  C l i n i c  i s  
i i o t  i n c l i n e d  t o  push f o r  t i m e l y  a c t i v i t y  by t h e  p r i v a t e  
phys i c ian .  F i n a l l y  W i l l i ams  and I looked over p o s s i b l e  
space t o  fiouse t h e  whole a c t i v i t y  i n  a b r i g h t  and business- 
l i k e  m a n ~ ~ - ,  w i t h  o f f i c e  and esamining areas ad jacent  t o  
each o t h e r .  He showed me t h e  south-east  cogfrner o f  t h e  
ground f l o o r  o f  t h e  Masonic H o s p i t a l .  Th i s  now l i e s  unused 
and would have d a y l i g h t e d  areas f o r  o f f i c e  and i n t e r v i e w i n g  
a c t i v i t i e s  and immediate ly  ad jacent  space which c o i u l d  
be conver ted f o r  examinat ions.  

Jan. 31, 1991. I met N a j a r i a n  again.  He l i s t e n e d  and 
exp la ined t h a t  t h e  space i n  ques t i on  has been wanted by 
severa l  departments and t h a t  i t  would take  some n e g o t i a t i o n s  
and push t o  g e t  i t  f o r  t h e  Cancer De tec t i on  Center. Th is  
he w i l l  undertake t o  do. He had n o t  thought  much o f  t h e  
ma lp rac t i ce  ma t te r  b u t  agreed t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  i t . He w i l l  
yet toye teaher  w i t h  Jim Coggii ls. 

Feb. 2, 1991.  Dur ing  a break i n  Saturday morning 
Conference, John s a i d  he had i n v e s t i g a t e d  and found t h a t  
m a l p r a c t i c e  coverage i s  n o t  needed, b u t  t h a t  I should see 
Jim Coggins as soon as poss ib le .  He agreed t h a t  I might,  
i f  I t ake  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  be away t o  h e l p  Helen Goetz move 
and g e t  s e t t l e d  and a l s o  t o  be away 2 weeks d u r i n g  and 
a f t e r  t h e  A.S.A. meet ing i n  Boca, which s t a r t s  A p r i l  11, 
1991. 

Feb. 4, 1991. Jim Coggins i s  away a t  a meet ing a l l  
day b u t  w i l l  c a l l  me i n  t h e  AM. 

Feb. 5, 1991. I met Jim Coggins a t  1:05 PM. He 
exp la ined t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a cove r ing  c o n t r a c t  f o r  m a l p r a c t i c e  
f o r  a l l  persons who "do n o t  l a y  hands-on p a t i e n t s "  and 
t h a t  t h i s  has thus  f a r  been regarded as s u f f i c i e n t .  I 
exp la ined t h a t  a l l  I would have t o  do i s  t e l l  a p a t i e n t  
t h a t  we had found no evidence o f  malignancy and then t o  
undergo s u i t  i n  s i x  months when metastases appeared, never, 
hav ing l a i d  hands on. I exp la ined t h a t  Mary and I have 
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committed a l l  we have t o  t h e  proposed Pro fessorsh ip  a t  
Downstate; if then I were t o  be sued t h e r e  would be enough 
o f  a d i s s i p a t i o n  o f  our  assets  so as t o  make t h e  
Pro fessorsh ip  una t ta inab le .  He understood, and w h i l e  we 
were toge the r  he was c a l l e d  by M r .  Tom Delbach. Delbach 
w i l l  l ook  i n t o  i t  on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  S t .  Paul Companies and 
suspects t h a t  f o r  a ve ry  few thousand d o l l a r s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
would be covered, e i t h e r  f o r  me a lone o r  p o s s i b l y  even 
f o r  t h e  f u l l  s t a f f  o f  t h e  De tec t i on  C l i n i c .  He and Jim 
w i l l  g e t  t o g e t h e r  a f t e r  he has found i f  t h i s  can be done. 

Wi l l iams.  I suggested severa l  p o i n t s  which m igh t  be r a i s e d :  
a )  The space i s  and has been f o r  some t ime  unoccupied. 
b )  The aims o f  t h e  Masons a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  a i m  g f  t h e  
Cancer De tec t i on  Center.  It i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  Masons 
migh t  be r e c e p t i v e  t o  t h e  i dea  o f  adopt ing  t h e  De tec t i on  
Center as a p h i l a n t h r o p i c  a c t i v i t y  and p o o l i n g  our  
resources, t hus  enhancing t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  Masons as a 
p u b l i c  s p i r i t e d  group o f  persons w h i l e  enab l i ng  f e l l o w  
Masons who might  w ish  c learance by such a De tec t i on  Center 
an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a t t e n d  on some p r e f e r e n t i a l  bas is .  
c )  Coggins s a i d  t h e r e  i s  a move t o  t e a r  down t h e  o l d  
U n i v e r s i t y  H o s p i t a l  f o r  new c o n s t r u c t i o n  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  
new U n i v e r s i t y  H o s p i t a l .  There w i l l  be a problem w i t h  
r e l o c a t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  t h e  o l d  U.H. A move 
t o  t h e  ground f l o o r  o f  t h e  Masonic H o s p i t a l  f o r  t h e  
De tec t i on  Center thus  m igh t  f a c i l i t a t e  ma t te rs  i n  r e  t h e  
ex tens ion  o f  t h e  new Univ .  Hosp. 
d )  Conso l i da t i on  o f  t h e  De tec t i on  C t r .  i n  one area i n  a 
space e a s i l y  found by p a t i e n t s  t h u s  should c u t  down on 
t h e  chores now necessary i n  guidance o f  p a t i e n t s  here and 
t h e r e  a t  present .  

I n  t a l k i n g  w i t h  Coggins, I d i d  n o t  l e a r n  who does t h e  
r o u t i n e  Pap smears i n  t h e  C t r .  I a l s o  d i d  n o t  l e a r n  whether 
b i o p s i e s  a r e  done i n  t h e  C t r .  o r  who does them, n o t  even 
endoscopi c S i  ops i  es . 

I n  ou r  conversa t ion  I d i d  ment ion t h a t  Mary had q u i c k l y  
become Pres iden t  o f  t h e  A u x i l i a r y  o f  U.H. a t  Stony Brook 
and had engineered ma t te rs  so t h a t  t h e  A u x i l i a r y  bought 
t h e  x - r a y  equipment f o r  mammograms the re .  
l a t e r  t h a t  i t  became c l e a r  a t  Stony Brook t h a t  i t  would 
have been b e t t e r  t o  lease than t o  purchase such equipment 
because i t  can then be p e r p e t u a l l y  updated. Coggins s a i d  
t h e r e  i s  an a c t i v e  a u x i l i a r y  here which runs t h e  g i f t  shop 
and has luncheon meetings r e g u l a r l y .  Mary l a t e r  s a i d  she 
might  be i n t e r e s t e d ,  b u t  would l i k e  t o  meet some o f  t h e  
members f i r s t .  

It was l e f t  t h a t  Jim Coggins would c o n t a c t  me i n  a 
few days. 

Coggins and I discussed t h e  space suggested by S tan ley  

She t o l d  me 


